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Dear CBNs,

At the Certified Bariatric Nurse (CBN) certification program, we are dedicated to
advancing the specialty of metabolic and bariatric surgery nursing care.
Metabolic and bariatric surgery nursing is recognized as distinct and nationally
significant, continuously evolving with advancements across various sciences.
Our mission is to support you in providing the highest quality care for metabolic
and bariatric surgery patients and to offer the premier credential for nurses in
this specialty.

As we continue to elevate and strengthen the CBN program, we are actively
pursuing accreditation through the National Commission for Certifying
Agencies (NCCA). Our CBN subcommittees have been meeting regularly - both
independently and collaboratively - to update, revise, and develop the protocols,
guidelines, and documentation required to meet NCCA's rigorous standards.

The teams are making significant progress and are actively preparing the
application for submission in the near future. We are truly approaching the
finish line, and the dedication, commitment, and expertise demonstrated
throughout this process have been invaluable. This progress would not be
possible without the hard work of the CBN Committee.

Behind the scenes, the committee has also been diligently editing and
updating the CBN Handbook, as well as our policies and procedures. We have
started to prepare for the next Practice Analysis and will be reaching out to you
to complete the survey. We are excited about the future and the continued
success of the CBN program.

On a personal note, | want to sincerely thank you for entrusting me to serve as
Chair of the CBN Certification Council and the CBN Committee. It has been
both an honor and a privilege. It is time for me to rotate off as Chair. | am
pleased to share that Sharon Hillgartner, RN-CBN, FASMBS-IH will rotate from
Co-Chair to Chair, and | am confident that the Council and Committee will
continue to thrive under her leadership.

Thank you to all CBNs, CBN Committee and Subcommittee members, and
ASMBS for your dedication, hard work, and friendship.

Best regards,
Karen Flanders, MSN, FNP-BC, CBN, FASMBS-IH, IH FIFSO
Nurse Practitioner and MBSAQIP Coordinator — Boston, MA
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2026 Test Window 2
April 13 - July 6, 2026
Registration Window

July 13 - September 7, 2026
CBN Exam Window

November 2026
ASMBS Weekend
Las Vegas, NV

June 27 - July 1, 2027

ASMBS Annual Meeting 2027

Walt Disney World Swan & Dolphin
Orlando, FL

Connect with Us:

Join the ASMBS IH CBN -
Certified Bariatric Nurses
Private Facebook Group.
Suggest newsletter topics or
ask questions via email to
CBN@asmbs.org or on our
Facebook page.

Visit the virtual ASMBS
Marketplace for new CBN
Swag






























