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The Georgia Chapter of the American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery (ASMBS) was originally founded in 

2009 with mission to improve access to care for our state residents. Until 2022, Georgia held the dubious distinction 

of being one of only three states in the country not covering bariatric surgery for state employees and dependents. In 

2018, our chapter was reorganized with new bylaws and officers allowing us to approach advocacy efforts in a more 

cohesive manner. Chapter members testified before committees at the State Capitol on multiple occasions in an 

effort to convince our state government to include bariatric surgery coverage in the State Health Benefit Plan (SHBP). 

Individual members of our organization met with key members of the governor’s staff, including his health policy 

advisor, members of the Lieutenant Governor’s office, and numerous senators and house representatives. The 

chapter held our first annual Obesity Day in 2019 as part of the annual Georgia ACS meeting. This allowed us the 

opportunity to view presentations on a wide range of topics related to care of the bariatric patient. We invited a 

national leader in advocacy from the ASMBS to give our key note address.  Several state legislators were also 

present to participate in a panel on legislative advocacy. This was a turning point for the chapter; we engaged in 

meaningful dialog and with a new plan made arrangements to meet with Governor Kemp. On February 4, 2020, the 

Georgia Chapter of the ASMBS sponsored Obesity Awareness Day at the Georgia State Capitol. Members were 

present and spoke on the floor of the State House of Representatives regarding obesity and the importance of 

providing surgical treatments to our state employees. Resolutions supporting Obesity Awareness Day were read in 

both the house and senate. We had a meeting with Governor Brian Kemp in February 2020, with the start of a 

discussion for plans for the benefit to be added back into the state employee health benefit plan. This was the most 

promising meeting to date and we left feeling confident that we were making progress. However, the COVID-19 

pandemic put a stall on legislative action as well as additional meetings with the Governor. We did not stop our 

advocation; we held numerous Zoom/virtual advocacy meetings in 2020, 2021 and 2022 with state officials. We 

reached out to the Governor regarding the COVID-19 pandemic and the impact this virus has on patients with 

obesity. The chapter continued to drive toward increasing membership, advocacy for our state residents, and 

increasing awareness of treatment and prevention of obesity in our individual local communities. In August of 2022, 

bariatric coverage was added back into the SHBP to be effective on January 1, 2023. Our chapter was honored 

nationally on June 7th, 2022 at the ASMBS meeting with an award from the Obesity PAC recognizing our outstanding 

commitment in advancing surgical care through advocacy. Overall, this policy change through our advocacy has 

allowed over a half a million Georgians potential access to bariatric surgery. 


