
CQ Custom Member Profiles
Source: CQ Member Profiles

Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D–Calif.) 
8th District, Most of San Francisco

Pronounced: pa-LO-see 
Residence: San Francisco 
Born: March 26, 1940; Baltimore, Md. 
Religion: Roman Catholic 
Family: Husband, Paul Pelosi; five children 
Education: Trinity College (D.C.), A.B. 1962 
Military Service: None 
Career: Public relations consultant; senatorial campaign committee finance
chairwoman; homemaker

Elected: 1987 (11th full term) 
Note: Speaker of the House 
Political Highlights: Calif. Democratic Party chairwoman, 1981-83 
Committees:
    •  No reported committee assignments.

Phone: 202-225-4965 | Fax: 202-225-4188 | Web: http://www.house.gov/pelosi 
235 Cannon Bldg. | Washington, DC 20515-0508

Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D–Calif.) 
8th District, Most of San Francisco

Link to Profile Archives: 
October 2008 | April 2007 (PIA) | November 2006 | 109th Congress | 108th Congress | 107th Congress | 106th Congress |
105th Congress | 104th Congress

CQ Politics in America Profile 
(Updated: May 15, 2009)

     The first female Speaker of the House, Pelosi is always impeccably dressed and polished in
front of TV cameras and combines the style of Jackie Kennedy with the iron will of Margaret
Thatcher. She has a ready smile and studied graciousness, but can be as hard-nosed as any high-
level figure in Washington. She inspires admiration among Democrats — and loathing among
conservatives.

     Pelosi (pa-LO-see) spent her first two years in charge of the House berating an unpopular
president from the opposing party while trying to keep her modest majority unified in staving off
his lame-duck round of legislative priorities. She assumed a much different role in 2009, holding
together a larger collection of Democrats behind President Obama’s ambitious agenda while
acting as his cheerleader-in-chief at the Capitol.

     Pointing to her past work on such high-profile issues as gay rights and human rights in China
and Tibet, critics often caricature her as an extremist “San Francisco liberal” out of touch with the
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rest of the nation. But she has brought a degree of unity to a group that had been known for
infighting. By the end of March 2009, House Democrats voted with their party’s majority an
average of 93 percent of the time — a notch above their record-setting 92 percent party-unity
average of the previous two years, when the focus was opposition to President George W. Bush.

     She stresses reaching down through the ranks at the expense of letting committee chairpersons
call all the shots, as was often the case under Democratic rule in the years before Republicans
seized control of the House in 1994. “We work hard to build consensus in our caucus and then go
forward,” Pelosi once said. “People tell me it’s a woman’s way, talking and talking until you
reach consensus. But I figure you can spend your time trying to get votes or getting consensus
first.”

     Beyond her talk of inclusion, though, is a fierce determination to advance her agenda. Pelosi
readily thrusts her leadership team and cadre of committee chairpersons into the role of legislative
field marshals, and can sometimes be seen on the floor herself lobbying fellow Democrats for
their votes on key legislation. In April 2009 she directed her members to communicate with
constituents to sell the White House and congressional plans to overhaul the nation’s health care
system through town hall meetings.

     She also cajoles her lieutenants into sticking with her. When Maryland Rep. Chris Van Hollen,
the top House Democratic election strategist, hinted in November 2008 that he might step down
after a single term as chairman of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, he got a
phone call from Pelosi. By the next day, Van Hollen had reversed course. Her allies also helped
elect her former handpicked assistant, Xavier Becerra of California, as vice chairman of the
Democratic Caucus — and then she persuaded him not to accept an offer to become Obama’s
U.S. trade representative in 2009.

     Pelosi has had a long and at times awkward relationship with her most senior leadership
colleague, Maryland’s Steny H. Hoyer. The two first met in the early 1960s when they both
worked for then-Maryland Democratic Sen. Daniel B. Brewster. After the 2006 elections, Pelosi
strongly backed John P. Murtha of Pennsylvania over Hoyer for the majority leader’s post, but
Hoyer easily defeated Murtha.

     Pelosi now goes to great lengths to appear in sync with Hoyer, just as she does with the White
House. She and Obama coordinate closely on message and agenda. Every weekday morning, two
of her top communications aides talk with their White House counterpart. Her senior staffers also
are in close touch with Obama’s chief of staff, Rahm Emanuel, who was one of Pelosi’s top
advisers when he was in the House. The result of the consultation is tightly scripted message
delivery. When Obama signed a $410 billion catchall spending bill for fiscal 2009, he
simultaneously announced his plans for new procedural changes to make the earmarking process
for setting aside funds for special projects more transparent; House Democratic leaders announced
their support for such changes just before Obama’s remarks.

     More than most of her predecessors, Pelosi often participates in floor debate and isn’t afraid to
throw partisan zingers at Republicans. She complained in April 2009 about a “radical right-wing
element” that exerts power within the GOP. She rebuffed criticism about a lack of minority input
into a $787 billion economic stimulus law — a measure that drew no House Republican votes —
by citing the more than 25 hours of markups in committees and a rule that allowed the GOP to
offer a substitute, a motion to recommit and a few floor amendments. “When you can’t win on
policy, you always turn to process, and then you turn to personalities,” she said.



     Republicans have determinedly sought to make her Public Enemy No. 1 among voters. With
Obama riding high in the polls in the early months of 2009, the GOP directed their fire at her; the
National Republican Congressional Committee sent out a fundraising letter in March of that year
referring to the nation’s economic crisis as the “Pelosi Recession.” Alabama Republican Rep.
Mike D. Rogers told constituents in April 2009 that Pelosi was “crazy” and “mean as a snake.”

     Republicans pounced on Pelosi in spring 2009 over the extent of her knowledge on the use of
waterboarding on arrested terrorist suspects. They accused her of hypocrisy, saying she was
briefed in September 2002 on the controversial technique, which simulates drowning, and did not
object. But Pelosi accused the CIA and Bush administration of lying to her about its use. She
denied she had become complicit in their use of techniques she condemned as torture by not
speaking out after she learned they were being used. She said confidentiality requirements made it
impossible for her to go public with her objections. GOP lawmakers reacted angrily, accusing her
of smearing spy agencies and insisting she still wasn’t telling the truth.

     Pelosi defied the expectations of many GOP critics in the 110th Congress (2007-08). She
shelved causes dear to her liberal allies, like pursuing the impeachment of Bush or strengthening
gun control. Instead, she focused on issues that could protect her “majority makers,” the largely
moderate and conservative freshmen whose victories helped Democrats end 12 years of
Republican control in 2006.

     Pelosi’s ascent to the speakership came as a result of her tireless fundraising and her well-
honed political skills. She entered leadership in 2001, when she was elected minority whip. After
the 2002 election, when Minority Leader Richard A. Gephardt quit, she was easily elected her
party’s House leader. Pelosi said she was well aware of the historic nature of her rise to the
speakership, which she calls breaking the Capitol’s “marble ceiling.”

     Not long after she became Speaker in 2007, the House quickly passed a poll-tested “Six for
’06” package that included the first federal minimum wage increase in a decade and congressional
ethics reform. She moved quickly to reinstate the House’s pay-as-you-go rules — a matter of the
highest importance to the fiscally conservative “Blue Dogs,” who insist increased spending has to
be offset with increased revenue or spending cuts. While that rule was often subsequently ignored,
she and Hoyer reiterated their support for the concept in 2009.

     She also got through a $700 billion rescue of the nation’s financial services sector in fall 2008,
but only after an initial failed vote that some Republicans said stemmed in part from a sharply
partisan speech she delivered shortly before the vote.

     Pelosi freely admits her biggest disappointment in the 110th Congress was Congress’ failure to
end the Iraq War. The House repeatedly voted for a timetable for troop withdrawal, but the bills
usually ran into a GOP Senate roadblock or Bush’s veto, much to the disappointment of hard-core
Democrats, who blamed Pelosi. But she boasted of a long list of other legislative
accomplishments, including the first increase in vehicle fuel efficiency standards in 32 years, a big
increase in veterans’ spending, the largest expansion of college aid in six decades and protecting
25 million families from being hit by the alternative minimum tax, which was originally intended
to target only wealthy taxpayers but was not indexed for inflation. Many more House initiatives
stalled in the Senate.

     For Pelosi, a mother of five and grandmother of nine who waited to run for office until her
youngest child was almost ready to graduate from high school, the choice of a political career
seemed pre-ordained. She is the sole daughter of Thomas D’Alesandro Jr., a Democratic



congressman from Baltimore who served three terms as mayor. Politics and constituent service
were a way of life for Nancy and her brothers. She remembers taking turns with her brothers
manning a desk in the D’Alesandro home where needy constituents would stop by for help in
getting food, a job or a doctor. She learned such favors could make friends and supporters for life.
And she recalled that her mother, Anunciata, was a force behind her husband’s rise.

     Pelosi attended Trinity College in Washington and remembers as a student being inspired by
President Kennedy’s inauguration, which she attended. She often recites stretches of his inaugural
address from memory to explain her own commitment to public service. While in Washington,
she met Paul Pelosi, a Georgetown University student who hailed from San Francisco. The two
married in 1963 and Pelosi gave birth to her five children over the next six years.

     The family moved back to Paul Pelosi’s home in San Francisco, and she became increasingly
active in Democratic Party affairs in a city that was becoming more and more Democratic. She
eventually rose to become state party chairwoman, a job that drew on her fundraising prowess.
Along the way, she became close to Rep. Phillip Burton, the San Francisco liberal firebrand who
narrowly lost a race for House majority leader.

     When Burton died in 1983, he was succeeded by his widow, Sala Burton, also a close Pelosi
friend. Sala Burton became terminally ill with cancer in 1987 and personally asked Pelosi to run
for the seat. Pelosi dove in, winning a wild special election on her first run for public office.

     Pelosi has been re-elected ever since by overwhelming margins in a district that now covers
about three-quarters of the 47-square-mile city and is amazingly diverse, including large and
well-organized Asian and gay populations. She also has played a lead role in preserving the
scenic Presidio of San Francisco as a national park, getting money for the protracted toxics
cleanup at the Navy’s shuttered Hunters Point shipyard and hundreds of millions of dollars over
the years for San Francisco’s Municipal Railway and a rail extension to San Francisco
International Airport.

Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D–Calif.) 
8th District, Most of San Francisco

CQ Politics in America: District Description 
(Updated: March 16, 2009)

     San Francisco is famous for its landmarks, food and diverse collection of neighborhoods, from
the Italian and Hispanic centers of North Beach and the Mission District to spots such as
Chinatown, hippie haven Haight-Ashbury and the gay mecca of Castro.

     More than 80 percent of the city’s residents live in the 8th, which takes in the city’s north and
east and at 35 square miles is the state’s smallest district. The 8th’s sizable Asian population (29
percent) is the third-largest in the country. The Chinatown neighborhood is one of the largest
Chinese communities in North America.

     The city boasts many tourist destinations. Alcatraz prison — used as a federal maximum-
security facility from 1934 to 1963 and where Al Capone, George “Machine Gun” Kelly and
Robert “Birdman” Stroud were once jailed — receives more than 1 million visitors annually.
Other popular attractions include: Fisherman’s Wharf, on the city’s northern waterfront; the
Golden Gate Bridge, which connects San Francisco to Marin County; and the Bay Bridge, which



traverses the neck of the bay over Treasure Island to Oakland. The city’s part of the Golden Gate
National Recreation Area hosts a Lucasfilm facility that opened in 2005 on the site of the former
Letterman Army Medical Center at the Presidio.

     The 8th also is home to San Francisco’s financial district along Montgomery Street, known as
the “Wall Street of the West.” The Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco is there, as is the
Transamerica Pyramid and the headquarters of brokerage firm Charles Schwab. The city also has
a biomedical industry led by the University of California at San Francisco, the city’s second-
largest employer after local government.

     The 8th is safely Democratic. Phil Angelides took 64 percent of the 2006 gubernatorial vote
here, despite winning only 39 percent statewide. In the 2008 presidential election, Democrat
Barack Obama sailed to victory here with 85 percent of the district’s vote.

Major Industry 
Tourism, financial services, health care

Cities 
San Francisco (pt.), 639,088

Notable 
The city’s famous cable cars were developed by Andrew Smith Hallidie after he witnessed an
accident involving a horse-drawn streetcar.

Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D–Calif.) 
8th District, Most of San Francisco

Contact Information & Staff 
(Updated: July 2009)

Address: 235 Cannon Bldg., Washington, DC 20515-0508
Phone: (202) 225-4965
Fax: (202) 225-4188
E-mail: sf.nancy@mail.house.gov
Web: www.house.gov/pelosi

Key Capitol Hill Staff: 
John A. Lawrence, Chief of Staff (leadership)
Terri McCullough, Chief of Staff (personal)
Richard Meltzer, Policy Dir.
Brendan Daly, Communications Dir.
Melinda Medlin, Scheduler

San Francisco: 
Phone: (415) 556-4862
Fax: (415) 861-1670
Burton Federal Bldg., 450 Golden Gate Ave., 14th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94102
Contact: Dan Bernal, District Dir.
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Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D–Calif.) 
8th District, Most of San Francisco

Committees, Leadership Positions and Caucus Memberships 

Committee and Subcommittee Assignments 

No reported committee assignments.

Leadership Positions and Party Committee Assignments 

Speaker of the House
House Democratic Steering Committee (chairwoman)

Selected Caucus and Special Organization Memberships 

Congressional Arts Caucus
Congressional Biomedical Research Caucus (co-chairman)
Congressional Caucus for Women's Issues
Congressional Children's Working Group (co-chairwoman)
Congressional Fire Services Caucus
Congressional Human Rights Caucus
Congressional Internet Caucus
Congressional Missing and Exploited Children's Caucus
Congressional Older Americans Caucus
Congressional Urban Caucus
Congressional Wine Caucus
House Democratic Caucus Task Force on Homeland Security
Democratic Study Group (Executive Committee) (vice chairwoman)
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